
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 






SPEECH 

fm.fn:i vMJi'.'' -'f*.*^" 



•0 i';.-. •" *'.0*. 



UbN. MARTIK WELKER, OF OfflO, 



ON 



THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE; 



•V 



DELIVEKBO 



IN THE HOUSE OF BEPRESENTATIVES, FEBRUARY 7, 1866. 



WASHINGTON: 
PBINTBD AT THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE OFFICE. 

1866. 



<'^^.<--^- 



{'.^1.'. ." 



ic^ (ch\lj,S''i^ 



NWVillDCOUnEUBlMV 

T»M«rCTBE» FRO« THE 

UBRASV OF THE 

MAttUATE 8CH001 Of EOUCWIO* 



, 1 
I 

• --I 






;. ♦ 







THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE. 



The House being in the Committee of the Whob 
on the state of the Union- 
Mr. WBLKERsaid: 

Mr. Chairman: Nearly ninety years, with 
their great events, their grand progreamons 
in science, the arts, and in society and Got- 
ernments, have passed away since our fathers, 
in solemn assenibly, proclaimed, as the broad 
foundation of the Government then about to 
be erected, that **all men are created equals 
and are endowed with certain inalienable 
rights," and that "among these are lifDt lib- 
erty, and the pursuit of happiness." They 
ieclared, also, "that to secure these rights 
Governments are instituted among meu*" To 
naintain these bold propositions, these new 
f ideas of equality of man, to establish a repab- 
lican form of government based thereon , for 
seven long years, amid defeat and disaster, 
sufferings and deprivations unknown to tbe 
historv of war, these men of the Revolution, 
with firmness undaunted and patriotism nu- 
chilled, fought out the battles that won for us 
these grand principles and established thia 
great Republic. 

When this Government was first organized it 
was everywhere said by poKticians and publi- 
cists of the Old World that this attempt to main- 
tain a republic on these principles woi^ld be 
a fiiilure; that, like other experiments of the 
same kind in other periods of the world^s his- 
tory, it would be short-lived, and soon go down 
nd be forgotten, or only remembered on the 
gages of the history of the times. It was claim ed 
at the people were not competent to govern 
emselves, and all such eovemmentswouLdbe 
» weak to stand when the time of trial would 
ae ; that when the storms of civil war would 
Bt upon them the]^. would crumble to the 
nd as other repubfios before had do o e . All 
theories and prophecies are now over- 
thrown. For five years past we have gone through 



the ordeal of fire and blood to maintain the)ife 
of the nation. No nation has ever been sub- 
ject to so terrible a trial. The records of the 
world do not present so fearful a rebellion or 
scarcely any civil war in which such magnifi- 
cent armies and munitions of war have been 
b rought into conflict. With these great instru- 
mentalities we have tested the power of the 
Government to maintain itself against enemies 



within as well as without; have established 
again these great principles of government laid 
down by our fathers, and presented an example 
to the world of the grand experiment of free 
government. In the war of 1812 we sustained 
the Republic against foreign foes. In this con- 
test we have saved the nation from destruction 
by enemies at home. 

Now, after the great conflict has been fought 
out by our armies upon the battle-fields of our 
country, we, as the Representatives of the peo- 
ple here assembled, have a great work to oo in 
order to preserve and perpetuate the priceless 
inheritance of our fathers. Our brave soldiers, 
in the iron hail of battle, in the toilsome march, 
in rain and storm^ heat and cold; in the lonely, 
prison, with sacrifice of life and health upon* 
iheir country's altar, have nobly done their 
whole duty. Let us equally well perform ours, 
and this, the grandest Government of the world, 
win continue its triumphant march in the bright 
pathway leading to the highest and truest free- 
dom of^ mankind. 

There ought to be no difference of opinion 
now on this floor as to one thin^, and that is, 
that this Government shall remain one and in- 
divisible, and that this ^eat people shall b^ 
one people, with one destmy and one flag. That 
was clearly settled by the war. One other 
thine was settled, and that is that our people 
shall be a free people, that our 



" Starry flag no Ionff( 
In splendid mockery o'er a land 



;er waves 
of slaves." 



RECONSTEUOTION. 

How the Government is to be reconstructed, 
or restored, or the best means to reach that 
end, are questions about which there may well 
be differepces of opinion. In this difference of 
views there may, in the end, be safety. 

What are these different opinions ? One party 
here say that these eleven States, constituting 
the so-called confederate government, by this 
great war upon the Government lost none of 
their rights as States to participate in the Gov- 
ernment now ; that having ceased their war- 
fare, surrendered their arms, and disbanded 
their armies, all they have to do is to elect mem- 
bers of Congress, and they are entitled to ad- 
mission here, and no questions are to be asked 
and no conditions imposed. ' As the result of 
the war four million slaves, that in the appor- 
tionment for representation in the House of 
Eepresentatives were counted in the ratio of 
three to five, in the next apportionment these 
States will have actually, by this rebellion, 
gained twelve members. So that in this effort 
to overthrow the Government they have reallv 
increased their power and influence in the ad- 
ministration of the affairs of the Government. 
If this be so, the declaration of our patriotic 
President, *Hhat treason is a crime and must 
be punished," is entirely ignored,, and in this 
instance treason is rewarded rather than pun- 
ished. 

Some think that by this mad attempt to over- 
throw the Government they have only lost their 
right to participate in the governing power of 
*he country, and stiU remain as States with sus- 
pended animation, subject to be vitalized by 
the joint action of the ^President and Congress. 

Others believe that by this attempt to separate 
from the parent Government, and this bitter and 
terrible war upon it, they have lost their char- 
acter of States, forfeited their State govern- 
ments, and are now mere Territories, and sub- 
ject to be governed by Congress as conquered 
provinces until readmitted as States. 

At this late period in the discussion, the whole 
field having been occupied so ably by others, 
and the questions growmg out of ttiese different 
views so well and forcibly discussed, I will not 
now attempt any lengthy remarks upon this 
branch of tne subject of debate. 

In my judgment, it makes but little difference 
which of these last-named views shall be adopted 
so that we reach the same end in the grand re- 
sult. The difference is more in theory than in 
practical application. It is very certain that 
their relations to the Government has been, in 
some way, affected by the rebellion. It cannot 
be that a war of such gigantic proportions, mar- 
shaling their millions of soldiers on each side, 
should not in some respect change the relations 
of the parties to each other. The rebels, just 
emerging from the leadership of a self-consti- 
tuted government, cannot at once and without 
conditions take their original place in the Gov- 



ernment against which they warred. This would 
be an anomaly in history. It would falsify all 
the records oi the past. No rebels in any Gov- 
ernment have ever been allowed such rights, no 
conquered people ever so treated. 

CONDITION OP THE STATES. 

I do not think these States are now out of the 
Union. They are a part of our Government, 
their territory is ours, their people belong to 
the Government, and are subject to its control 
and liable to its jurisdiction. But as States 
they are not entitled to representation here 
until loyal governments are organized within 
their territories, and until Congress and the 
President do something to restore or readmit 
them to their proper relations with the Govern- 
ment. Whether they shall be regarded as mere 
Territories, or as States with ^^ suspended vital- 
ity, ".may, it is true, be a subjectrof much dis- . 
Eute and some difficulty of correct solution, 
ut which I will not now discuss. 
These States, one by one, passed ordinances 
of secession, and then banded together into a 
confederacy and declared themselves a sepa- 4 
rate government, denied allegiance to the Uni- 
ted States Government, and set up one for 
themselves. The question then ar6se whether 
they should be allowed to thus separate, or 
whether by force of arms their separation from 
•the Government should be prevented. The 
Administration made the issue of separation or 
no separation. The arts of statesmanship had 
been exhausted. No other forum was left in 
which to contest this issue but the battle-field ; . 
no other trial but that of battle was left to de- / 
termine this question. So the contest went on 
for four years. 

On the 26th day of May, 1865, the decision 
was made by the complete surrender of their 
army to the authorities of the Government, in 
favor of the Government, and against the re- 
bellion. What did that determine ? Whether 
they were States in the Union or conquered 
provinces? No such thing. It settled that 
these States did not maintain their proposed 
separation fmm the Government, and meir own 
separate existence as a government, and that 
this Government has a right to exercise juris- 
diction over them. Those who claim that the 
issue was whether these eleven States were in • 
the Union or out of it, misstate the issue. Theirs 
was an effort to separate, and ours to compel 
them to remain a part of our Government. We 
won and they lost. This leaves them to be judged 
of by the laws of civilized warfare. It is true that 
during the whole progress of the war, the Gov- 
ernment treated these States and the people as 
subject to its control wherever it had power to 
do so. But in this I deny that they were treated 
as States in the Union, and with all their rights 
as States. In thelast Congress, a law was passed 
providing that these States should not be entitled 
to cast any vote for President and Vice-Presi- 
dent of the United States, thus refusing to recog- 
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nize them as States entitled to the rights of 
other States. To -say that these States had lost 
none of their rights as States by this war, and 
during its continuance and now, would be to 
ignore all the lights of international law, and 
all the authors who have written upon the sub- 
ject. It is the universal testimony of the old 
authorities, that when separate States under- 
take rebellion to throw off their allegiance to a 
parent Government, and are subdued, they can 
be treated as conquered territory, and are li- 
able to imposition of terms in reconstruction 
or restoration. 

But I will not pursue this branch of the sub- 
ject further. 

WHAT IS TO BE DONE. ' 

Now, Mr. Chairman, at the close of the war, 
we are mctby practical questions in relation to 
what is to be done to reconstruct or restore 
these States. 

I am anxious that our Government shall be 
made a unit as soon as it can be done with 
safety to the great principles settled in th^ con- 
test. But we should ^* make haste slowly" in 
this great work. The perpetuity, the very life 
of the nation, is now at stake. No graver or 
more responsible duties ever devolved on an 
American Congress than are now upon us. 
This is the time and this the occasion to settle 
for all time in this country the great ideas and 
principles lying at the foundations of our noble 
structure of government. Let these founda- 
tions now be made strong, that in coming time 
the winds and storms of rebellion* and revo- 
lution may beat in vain against the grand fabric 
erected thereon. Our fathers made this for a 
free Government ; one to which the persecuted 
and downtrodden of the world might fly and 
find secure asylum and equal rights. In the 
short period of less than a century, which is 
but a day in the life of a nation, the grand idea 
of bur fathers was so far forgotten and de- 
parted from that we held four million of God's 
creatures as the brutes of the field to be sold 
in the market, and their unrequited toil used to 
nurture and support a purse-proud and haughty 
oligarchy of oppressors in the land. 

Let us now make it what our fathers intended 
it to be, and secure to all their God-given rights, 
secure e^ual and exact justice to all men. To 
accomplish this weimust not be in a hurry with 
the work. In this fast age we are apt to desire 
the accomplishment of too much in a. given 
time. Let these men so lately engaged in the 
rebellion have time to satisfy us that they are 
thoroughly cured of many of the heresies they 
have heretofore entertained. They can afford 
to wait after what they have done against the 
Government, after the great injury they have 
infl!icted upon the country — the deluge of blood, 
the ravages of war they have caused all over 
our land, the widows and orphans they have 
made, the crippled and maimed soldiers they 
have scatterea everywhere among us. There is 



much for them to do in the way of improvements 
and reforms in their localities before they are 
ready to assume all the responsibilities of Gov- 
ernment. As a matter of law most of them 
have forfeited their lives, and if the laws were 
enforced strictly against them, many of them 
would be hung for treason, as they ought to be. 
They should remember that during these bloody 
four years they have caused the sacrifice of mil- 
lions of precious lives and thousands of millions 
of treasure in this attempt to disconnect them-: 
selves from the Government, and establish for- 
ever the infernal institution of slavery. 

From the first commencement of tms unholy 
war until their final surrender to overpowering 
force, these rebels never for a moment enter- 
tained any love for our Government or regret 
for what they had done. Now that they are 
conquered by our arms, they have no right to 
complain upon the demand of them of condi- 
tions and guarantees for the futu):e. 

FBEEDMEN. 

As the results of this war four million peo- 
ple have passed from under the clouds and 
darkness of slavery into the sunlight of free- 
dom. • They are God's poor — made so by the 
wrongs and oppressions of centuries. They 
must DC cared for in any measures of resto- 
ration of these States. This Government by 
their emancipation is as solemnly bound to 
secure their freedom and protect their rights, 
as it is to pay off the debts incurred in saving 
the life of the nation. These freedmen, in afl 
the dark days of the rebellion, when many 
white men in the North proved false to the 
Government, and gave aid and comfort to the 
enemv, were always true friends. They helped 
us fight the battles for freedom and national 
existence. They stood side by side with our 
brave white soldiers on the field ; with them 
went through the baptism of fire for the coun- 
try that had oppressed them j were their friends 
in prison, and finding ways of escape from 
captivity. These men and their families are 
now left in the midst of their former masters and 
oppressors. Shall they be turned over to the 
tender mercies of their unfriendly legislation ? 
That must not be done. These freemnen and 
women constitute the principal laboring pop- 
ulation of these States. They are as neces- 
sary to the non-working population there as 
the capital they own. They are mines of wealth 
to that people. In their dark, strong arms and 
loyal hearts are reposed the future develop- 
ment of the great resources of the sunny climes 
of the South, when guided by intelligence and 
manly independence. 

In the great contest just closed the rebels 
staked the ownership of this labor, the bones 
and muscles that performed it, and they lost ia 
the venture. It is a great change in their social 
relations, and it is not to.be wondered at that 
they are slow to accept its reality. But ikej 
must understand that the logic of events will. 



6 



1 



r' 



teach them, in truth and soberness, to accept 
this great change and adapt themselves to it. 
It is a fixed fact that these colored people must 
remain in the late rebellious States. They can- 
not go any where else. That is their home. Their 
labor has improved and built up the country 
and created the wealth in which their oppressors 
have reveled. It is said that the labor system 
there will work itself out in the protection of 
these freedmen ; that it will be in tne end to the 
interest of the former master to extend protec- 
tion to the rights of his colored employ^. From 
the spirit manifested in these States since the 
surrender of their armies this does not seem to 
be correct. A spirit of bitterness, a determina- 
tion to oppress and harass them in every way 
possible, now pervades the legislation of most 
of these States. In many of them there is no 
protection afforded the colored men. Many of 
these States have now in force "black codes," 
in which all rights ate denied them. Several of 
them will not allow a colored man to own or 
rent a foot of land ; deny him the benefit of 
schools, protection under the poor laws, or rights 
in court by which he can obtain redress for 

frievances or secure protection. While these 
tates and their people manifest this spirit,^ let 
them remain under military authority until a 
better spirit is manifested. I am not at present 
willing to trust to the interest of these men who 
so lately were engaged in deadly hostility against 
the Government to protect this large colored 
population. Let us pass laws here protecting 
the rights of these freedmen, making the same 
laws for them that are made for the white man. 
We have already passed the Senate bill establish- 
ing the Freedmen' 8 Bureau, and through its 
machinery the colored man will, in some meas- 
ure, be protected from wrong and oppression. 

OUABANTEES. 

But before these States are represented upon 
this floor other guarantees should be secured. 
Not guarantees in the shape of State constitu- 
tions or State legislation alone, for they can at 
any time be altered or repealea, but irrepeala- 
ble ones, incorporated into the Constitution of 
the United States. But we are told that these 
States are now in the Union, and we have no 
right to demand any guarantees for the future j 
that when they elected their Representatives to 
Congress they must be admitted. The men 
who s£fy this are now claiming to be the pecu- 
liar friends and supporters of our present Chief 
Magistrate, and what, they call nis policy of 
reconstruction. But I do not understand this 
to be his policy. As a matter of fact, has not 
the President treated these States as having 
forfeited their rights as States in the Union ? 
Since the close of the war he has been exercis- 
ing authority looking toward the restoration 
or these States. He has proceeded upon the 
assumption that some conditions were to be 
attached to their restoration. What has he 
done? He found them without governments, 



except disloyal ones, and he sent them provis- 
ional governors to rule them. He found their 
old constitutions still in existence, but he or- 
dered elections for members of conventions to 
form new, or amend old ones, and prescribed 
the (jualincations of electors. He required the 
Legislatures that might assemble under these 
constitutions to adopt the amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States abolishing 
slavery. He rec[uired all the constitutional con- 
ventions to abolish slavery in the States, and put 
therein a prohibition against the payment of 
their debts incurred in the prosecution of the 
rebellion. 

Now, following in the spirit of his example, 
and of the principle he has established, the 
President should not object, if Congress de- 
mands additional guarantees before complete 
restoration. The conditions of reconstruction, 
the termsof admission of members, are clearly 
within the authority of Congress, and a proper 
subject for their action. It is to be hoped that 
the legislative and the executive departments 
will, in this great duty, act in concert for the 
good of the country, and that harmony may 
prevail in the councils of the nation. 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION. 

But how are we to obtain security for the 
future? It cannot 'be done by the action of 
these rebellious States. I fear that as soon as 
they should be represented here, all such guar- 
antees would be repealed. It must be done by 
appropriate amendments to the Constitution of 
the United States. But what amendments are 
demanded? 

1. Let the Constitution be so amended that 
representation in the House of Representatives 
shall be based substantially on voting popula- 
tion, and not general population. This is the 
true basis of representation. Under the present 
svstem the rebel States have largely increased 
their representation by the rebellion; The slaves 
were counted and the masters voted for them. 
Now the freed slaves will be counted same as 
white population, and their former oppressors 
still vote for them 1 

■ I have already said that by the emancipation 
on the present basis of representation these 
States actually gain twelve additional members 
of Congress. This changedxondition of these 
people requires some amendment to be made 
Dy which but fair representation shall be given 
them. The basis of slave representation was 
always unfair to the free people of the North. 
It gave to the white man in the South more 
influence and power in the Government than 
that possessed Dy the northern white man. It 
thereoy constituted a slave oligarchy there that 
despised the voting " mud-sills" of the North. 
It gave them nineteen members of Congress 
based upon their slaves, and who were elected 
by the white slaveholaers. It gives a rebel 
white man two and a half votes to one for the 
Union soldier in the North. It is true that 
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this was given them by the makers of the Con- 
stitution as a compromise. The occasion now 
having passed away, let it be remedied. 

As the Constitution now is, these States can 
so limit the franchise that but the ''favored 
few' ' shall exercise it, and the great mass be 
deprived of participation in their government, 
and still not decrease the representation in 
Congress. They may do this either by the ex- 
clusion of races or by reauiring property qual- 
ifications as condition oi voting. If voting is 
the basis, or equality of races, if this should be 
done their representation would be decreased. 
On the other hand, if they enfranchise the 
masses their representation will be increased. 
This will operate as a great inducement for the 
extension of suffrage. 

I know that this power of disfranchisement 
is denied ; and it is claimed that Congress can 
interfere to prevent it under the clause of the 
Constitution guarantying a republican form of 

fovernment to the States. This may be so. 
lut it will be found very difficult to determine 
the line defining the limits of V^^hat is repub- 
lican, or what is not. How many, if any, must 
be disfranchised before it ceases to be repub- 
lican ? A majority, or a considerable minority ? 
In the long, history of oppression and tyranny 
in the South since the formation of our Govern- 
ment, in the darkest hour of its humiliation to 
the slave power, no congressional enactment 
was passed to assert this right in the General 
Government. "It is better then to fix it sure and 
certain by fixing the voting population as the 
ba§^s of. representation, or as it is'fixed in the 
amendment already passed the House, which 
excludes from count those who are denied the 
right of suffrage on account of race or color. 

2. Amend the organic law so as to put it out 
of the power of these States to levy any tax or 
imposts to pay the rebel debt. Many loyal men 
are there who did not favor the rebellion who 
should be protected from the payment of this 
debt. Many men from the North will seek those 
States to make homes for themselves and 
children, carrying with themfthe capital, skill, 
and energy of our northern population, and they 
should be protected from sucl^ taxatioi^ . In 
the time to come the fertile lands of that beauti- 
ful climate will be made golden by the control- 
ling influence of intelligent labor; its teeming 
population made ""prosperous and happy by an 
mnux of northern enterprise and nortnern 
school systems, and the blessings of freedom 
and equality "made perpetual among all the 
people. 

3. If the power is not already contained in 
the second clause of the emancipation amend- 
ment already adopted, the Constitution should 
be so amended that Congress shall be fully au- 
thorized to protect the freedmen in all their 
rights of ''life, liberty, and the pursuit of hap- 
piness ' ' in the States, and prohibit the passage 
of all laws, by any of the States, makmg any 



difference in the civil rights of their inhabit-, 
ants, but that allf both white and black, shall 
stand equal before the civil and criminal law. 

4. That our public creditors shall be pro- 
tected from any repudiation of the public debt 
of the nation ; that our credit may at all times 
be sustained, and no dishonor shall ever attach 
to the American character as would follow a 
refusal to discharge our hi^h obligations. 

Without some such provision as this in the 
organic law, there may be danger that men may 
be found who will refuse to provide such means 
as may be required to meet and finally dis- 
charge the public debt necessarily incurred to 
overthrow the rebellion and save the Republic. 

SECURITY FOB .THE FUTURE. 

I would make these amendments conditions 
to restoration, on the ground* of security for the 
future. Men once engaged in a purpose to 
overthrow the Government, as these traitors 
were, cannot be trusted with participation in 
managing the affairs of this great nation. Some 
such guarantees are necessary to insure us 
against a like attempt at a separation or destruc- 
tion of the Constitution ana Government. 

5 LOYAfTY. 

More than this: some evidence should be 
given that the people of these States, the masses, 
are really cured of their political heresies, and 
desirous to "act justly toward all men," and 
live in harmony with the people of the loyal 
States. If we are correctly informed, however 
much it may be regretted, there is at this moment 
as much bitter feeling against the friends of the 
Union among them as there was during the 
war. This, no doubt, in the course of time will 
be changed, and a better and kindlier feeling 
prevail. There should also be satisfactory evi- 
dence that loyal governments are organized that 
will not array themselves against the execu- 
tion of the laws that may be enacted by Con- 
gress, under the Constitution, for the common 
welfare. 

SUFFRAGE. 

It will not be doubted but that the four mil- 
lion freedmen in these States will be a difficult 
element to control. So large a population, 
denied rights of participation ih the Govern- 
ment ; denied proprietorship in the soil ; denied 
all interest in the affairs of their State j kept 
simply to perform the labor of the country j 
made only "hewers of wood and drawers of 
water," will not quietly submit to their con- 
dition thus imposed. If it should be so, the 
lessons of history have not been rightly under- 
stood. In the late emancipation of the Russian 
serfs they were immediately enfranchised, and 
thus given an interest in the Government. In 
time the right of sufirage will be extended to 
our freedmen. This will be, in the end, the 
true theory for the solution of this great ques- 
tion of freedom. Those having served in the 
Union Army, and such as possess sufficient in- 
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have reveled. It is aaid that the labot ajatem 
there will ivorlc itself out in the protection of 
thcj^c tVL?edmen ; that it will be in the end to the 
interest of the former master to extend protec- 
tion to tho vighti^ of Im colored employ S, From 
the spirit manifested in these Stutea since the 
surrender of their armies this does not a e em to 
bo CO rree t. Asp irit o f bitte rnesSj a determi n a- 
tion to oppress and haraj?a them in every way 
possible p now pervades the legislation of most 
of theae States. Tn many of tlicm there it> no 
protection afforded the colored men. Many of 
these xStatea hnve now in force ^^ black codes," 
in which all rights ate denied them. Several of 
them will not allow a colored man to own or 
rent a foot of land j deny him the benefit of 
schools, protection under the poor laws, orrighta 
in court by which he can obtain redresa for 
grievances or sec are protection. While these 
States pind their people manifest thia spirit, let 
them remain under military authority until a 
better spirit is manifested* I am not at present 
willing to trust to the interest of these men who 
so lately were engaged in deadly hostility against 
the Government to protect this large colored 
popnlatioti. Let us pass laws hero protecting 
the nght^f of these frcedmen, making the same 
] aws for them th at are m ade fo r the white man. 
Wehavealre^idy parsed the Senate bill establish- 
ing the Freodmen^e Bureau, and through its 
machinery the colored man will, in gome meas- 
ure, be protected from wrong and oppression. 

QUARATfTIKS, 

But before these States are represented upon 
this floor other guarantees ahoiild be secured. 
Not guarantees m the shape of State conatita- 
tions or State legislation alone , for they can at 
any time be altered or repealed, but irre|)ea!a- 
ble ones, incorporated into the Constitution of 
the United Stfttes, But we are told that these 
States are now in the Union, and we have no 
right to demand any guaninteea for the future; 
that when they elected their Hepresentatives to 
Congress they mnst be admitted. The men 
who srfy this are now claiming to be the peeu' 
Hat friends and supporters of onr present Chief 
Magistrate J and what they call nis policy of 
reconstmction. But t do not understand this 
to be hi a policy. As a matter of fact, has b 
the President treated these States as havii 
forfeited their rights as States in the 
Since the close of the war he has been 
ing authority looking toward tho fei 
of these States. He has proceeded 
assumption that some conditions 
attached to their restoration. ^' 
done? He foond them without 



except disloyal ones, and he sent them provis- 
ional governors to rule them. He found their 
old constitutions still in exvst^jnce* but he or- 
dered elections for members of conventions to 
form new. or amend old onesj and prescribed 
the quali fi cat! o iis o f el ectors . H e rcq uired tb e 
Legislatures that might assemble under these 
constitutions to adopt the amendment to the 
Constitution of the Linited States nbolishing 
slavery. He re<^uired all the constitutional con- 
ventions to abobsh slavery in the State.^^, and put 
therein a prohibition against the payment of 
their debts iacurred in the prosecution of the 
rebellion. 

Now, following in the spirit of hia example, 
and of the principle he naa established, the 
President should not object, if Congress de- 
mands additional guarantees before Ci>mplete 
restoration. The conditions of reconiatructiony 
the termsof admission of members, are clearly 
within the authority of Congress, and a proper 
subject for their action. It is to be hoped that 
the legislative and the executive departmenta 
will, in this great duty, act in concert for the 
good of the conntrjr, and that harmony may 
prevail in the councils of the nation. 

JiUENUMEIVTS TO THE CONSTITUimN. 

But how are we to obtain security for tho 
future? It cannot'' be done by the action of 
these rebellious States, I fear that as soon aa 
they should be represented here, all such guar- 
antees would be repealed. It must be done by 
approprintQ amenaments to the Constitution of 
tho United States, Butwhat amendments are 
demanded? 

1, Let the Oonstitiition be so amended that, 
representation in the House of RepTesentativea 
shall be based substantiallj on voting pojjula- 
tion^ and not general population, Tma is the 
true basis of represeutation . U nd er tb e prese nt 
fiv stem the rebel States have largely increased 
thei r r epreaen tati o n by flie rebelli on * Th e slave* 
were ctninted and the masters voted for them. 
Now the freed slaves will be con^ 'C as 

white populatios, and their for urs 

still vote for them t 

I have alreody £^d that by 
on the present basis of re- 
states actnaily ffain twdvc 
f C o ngress. Thi* cbf' 
people requires HQi^ 
ov which but 6»- 
tfiem- Th*' » 
alw»y ■ ' 
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telligence, should at least be admitted to this 
right immediately, and others would follow in 
time. Those who used the musket against 
rebels should be armed with the ballot to de- 
fend themselves against the rebels they have 
fought in the battle-field. 

This right of sufirageto colored men is no new 
thing. It was possessed by them at the time of 
the formation of our Government in many of the 
old thirteen States. It exists now in several of 
the States. South Carolina was the first to in- 
troduce the word '^ white" in her constitution, 
and she was the first to fire upon the glorious em- 
blem of our nationality, as it waved over one 
of our forts. She has the dishonor to have 
taken the first step ba"ckward in the march of 
civilization, as sl^edid the first step in the for- 
ward march of barbarism m the lat^ inffernal ef- 
fort to found a government based upon human 
slavery. I hope to see the day when she may 
again set herself right, and return to her ^* first 
love ' ' of the rights of man. 

TRAITORS. 

In this restoration no man whose heart was 
filled with sentiments of treason, whose hand* 
is red with the blood of our martyred heroes, 
should ever be allowed to take a seat as a Bipfh 
resentative in the American Congress. Nb trai- 
tor should ever be allowed to contaminate these 
beautiful Halls. The great and vital iliterfests 
of this broad land should nev^r, no^fi^'^erj b6 
placed in such hands. No pardons, no repent- 
ance should ever open these doors to nim. 
These majestic emblems of freedom should 
never be desecrated by his presence. 

UNION PARTY. 

It is said, Mr. Chairman, that the Union 



party is opposed to the reunion of the States, 
and is trymg to prevent its accomplishment. 
I deny any such purpose. The party that for 
four years carried on this war for the Union, 
that supported the Administration in the days 
of darkness and gloom against traitors at home 
as well as in the field, that strengthened its 
hands and sustained its policy, will not desert 
the cause now. This party, so far as I know, 
does not desire to keep the Representatives of 
these States lately in rebellion out of Congress 
one moment longer than is necessary for the 

Eublic good. But the ^at questions settled 
y this war, the great principles of eternal jus- 
tice, must not be sacrificed or ignored by any 
act of this Union party. We all desire, I hope, 
the accomplishment of union and harmony with 
all the States represented on our common flag. 
But it must be done so that we shall have no 
more rebellions and no more controversies to 
embitter our relations, growing out of the causes 
that led to the late rebellion. These should be 
settled now and forever. When that is accom- 
plished, a grand and glorious future awaits ns. 
Then will be realized the grand purpose of our 
fathers in the creation of this Government 
With the finest soil, the most beautiful rivers 
and lakes, the most enterprising and intelligent 
population, we will then take our stand proudly 
and gloriously anaong the nations of the world, 
the model Republic, with universal intelligent, 
fi:feedom,and equality, as the great lights to gnidb 
us in our advancement inthepathw^ of civili- 
zation. Then may we well exclaim of pur couBr 
try: How beautifiil are thy tabernacles I What 
people are like unto thee ? The high places 
are thine, and there shalt thou stand firmly^ 
innocently, and securely. 
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teach them, in truth and soberness, to accept 
this great change and adapt themselves to it. 
It is a fixed fact that these colored people must 
remain in the late rebellious States. They can- 
not go anywhere else. That is their home. Their 
labor has improved and built up the country 
and created the wealth in which their oppressors 
have reveled. It is said that the labor system 
there will work itself out in the protection of 
these freedmen ; that it will be in tne end to the 
interest of the former master to extend protec- 
tion to the rights of his colored employ^. From 
the spirit manifested in these States since the 
surrender of their armies this does not seem to 
be correct. A spirit of bitterness, a determina- 
tion to oppress and harass them in every way 
possible, now pervades the legislation of most 
of these States. In many of them there is no 
protection afforded the colored men. Many of 
these States have now in force "black codes," 
in which all rights ate denied them. Several of 
them will not allow a colored man to own or 
rent a foot of land ; deny him the benefit of 
schools, protection under the poor laws, or rights 
in court by which he can obtain redress for 

frievances or secure protection. While these 
tates and their people manifest this spirit, let 
them remain under military authority until a 
better spirit is manifested. I am not at present 
willing to trust to the interest of these men who 
so lately were engaged in deadly hostility against 
the Government to protect this large colored 
population. Let us pass laws here protecting 
the rights of these freedmen, making the same 
laws for them that are made for the white man. 
We have already passed the Senate bill establish- 
ing the Freedmen' s Bureau, and through its 
machinery the colored man will, in some meas- 
ure, be protected from wrong and oppression. 

OniRANTEES. 

But before these States are represented upon 
this floor other guarantees should be secured. 
Not guarantees in the shape of State constitu- 
tions or State legislation alone, for they can at 
any time be altered or repealed, but irrepeala- 
ble ones, incorporated into the Constitution of 
the United States. But we are told that these 
States are now in the Union, and we have no 
right to demand any guarantees for the future j 
that when they elected their Representatives to 
Congress they must be admitted. The men 
who s^ this are now claiming to be the pecu- 
liar friends and supporters of our present Chief 
Magistrate, and what, they call nis policy of 
reconstruction. But I do not understand this 
to be his policy. As a matter of fact, has not 
the President treated these States as having 
forfeited their rights as States in the Union ? 
Since the close of the war he has been exercis- 
ing authority looking toward the restoration 
of these States. He has proceeded upon the 
assumption that some conditions were to be 
attached to their restoration. What has he 
done? He found them without governments, 



except disloyal ones, and he sent them provis- 
ional governors to rule them. He found their 
old constitutions still in existence, but he or- 
dered elections for members of conventions to 
form new. or amend old ones, and prescribed 
the qualincations of electors. He required the 
Legislatures that might assemble under these 
constitutions to adopt the amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States abolishing 
slavery. He re(][uired all the constitutional con- 
ventions to abolish slavery in the States, and put 
therein a prohibition against the payment of 
their debts incurred in the prosecution of the 
rebellion. 

Now, following in the spirit of his example, 
and of the principle he has established, the 
President should not object, if Congress de- 
mands additional guarantees before complete 
restoration. The conditions of reconstruction, 
the termsof admission of members, are clearly 
within the authority of Congress, and a proper 
subject for their action. It is to be hoped that 
the legislative and the executive departments 
will, in this great duty, act in concert for the 
good of the country, and that harmony may 
prevail in the councils of the nation. 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION. 

But how are we to obtain security for the 
future? It cannot 'be done by the action of 
these rebellious States. I fear that as soon as 
they should be represented here, all such guar- 
antees would be repealed. It must be done by 
appropriatQ amendments to the Constitution of 
the United States. But what amendments are 
demanded? 

1. Let the Constitution be so amended that 
representation in the House of Representatives 
shall be based substantially on voting popula- 
tion, and not general population. This is the 
true basis of representation. Under the present 
system the rebel States have largely increased 
their representation by the rebellion; The slaves 
were counted and the masters voted for them. 
Now the freed slaves will be counted same as 
white population, and their former oppressors 
still vote for them I 

- I have already said that by the emancipation 
on the present basis of representation these 
States actually gain twelve additional members 
of Congress. This changed jcondition of these 

Eeople requires some amenament to be made 
y which but fair representation shall be given 
them. The basis of slave representation was 
always unfair to the free people of the North. 
It gave to the white man in the South more 
influence and power in the Government than 
that possessedT)y the northern white man. It 
thereby constituted a slave oligarchy there that 
despised the voting "mud-sills" of the North. 
It gave them nineteen members of Congress 
based upon their slaves, and who were elected 
by the white slaveholders. It gives a rebel 
white man two and a half votes to one for the 
Union soldier in the North. It is true that 



thiB was given them by the malcera of llie Con- 
Btitiitioii iiB a compromise. The oeeaaion now 
having passed away, let it be remedied* 

Aa the Constitution now is, these States can 
so limit the IranchiHe that but the '* favored 
few^^ shall exercise it^ and the great mass be 
deprived of participation in thtsir governraentj 
and still not decrejise the representation in 
Con^ru3fl, Tbej may do this either by the ex- 
clusion of races or by requiring property qual- 
ifications as condition of voting. If voting is 
the basis J or equality of iticca^ if this ishould be 
done their representation wo aid be decreased. 
On the other hand, if they enfranchise the 
masses their repreaentution will be increased. 
Thin will operate as a great inducement for the 
extension of suffrage. 

I know that this power of disfranchisement 
IB denied \ and it is claimed that Congress can 
interfere to prevent it under the clause of the 
Constitution guarantying a republican form of 
goverumeat to the States* This may he so. 
But it will be found very difficult to determine 
the line defining the limits of T*hat is repub- 
lican, or what is not. How many, if any, must 
be disfranchised before it Cttases to be repub- 
3 icsn ? A maj o ri ty J or a eonside rable m in o rity ? 
In the long history of oppression and tyranny 
in the South sineetheformationofonr Govern- 
ment^ in the darkest hour of its humiliatioo to 
the slave powerj no coDgressional enactment 
was passed to assert this ri|^ht in the General 
Go vern ment, * 1 1 i s b etter the n to fix i t sure and 
certain by fixing the voting population as the 
ba§^s of representation, or as it ia'fixed in the 
amendment already passed the House ^ which 
excludes from count those who are denied the 
right of snfiFra|e on account of race or color. 

2. Amend the organic law so as to pat it out 
of tho power of these States to levy any tax or 
i inp osts to p ay the rebel debt. Many 1 oy al men 
arc there who did not favor the rebellion who 
should be protected from the paymf?ut of this 
d e bt. Many m en fro m th e N o rth w ill seek those 
States to make homes for themselves and 
children, carrying with thempthe capital* skilly 
and energy of onr northern population, and they 
should be protected from aach taxatiop. In 
the time to come the fertile lands of that beauti- 
inl climate will he made golden by the control- 
ling influence of intelligent labor ^ its teeming 
population made prosperous and happy by an 
influx of northern enterprise and northern 
school systemsj and the blessings of freedom 
and equality mads perpetual among all tho 
people. 

3. If the power is not already contained in 
the second clause of the emancipatioo amend- 
ment already adopted^ tbo Constitution should 
be so amended that Congress shall l>e fully au- 
thorizetl to {.irotect the freedmen in all tbeir 
rights of " lilcj liberty, and the pursuit of hap- 
piness'^ in the States, and prohibit the passage 
of all laws, by any of the Stuteii, makmg my 



difference in the civil rights of their inhabit-. 
aot^Sj but that all^ both white and black, shall 
stand equal before tho civil and criminal law. 

4, That our public creditors shall be pro- 
tected from any repudiation of the public debt 
of the nation ; that our credit may at all times 
be sustained J and no dishonor shall ever attach 
to the American charaetcr as would follow a 
refusml to discharge our high obligations* 

Without some such proviiiicm as tbis in the 
nrganic law, there may be danger that men may 
be found who mil refuse to provide such means 
as may be required to meet und finally dis- 
charge the public debt necessarily incurred to 
overthrow the rebellion and save tbe Republic. 

&ECnHrTT FOB THE VVTCEB* 

I would make these amendments conditions 
to restoration, on the ground* of security for the 
future. Men once engaged in a purpose to 
overthrow the Government, as thoii^e traitors 
were, cannot be trusted with participation in 
managingtheafiaireof this great nation. Some 
such guarantees are necessary to insure us 
against a like attempt at a separation or destruc- 
tion of the Constitution ana Government. 

LOTAL^TY. 

More than this; some evidence sbonld be 
given that the people of these Statesj the masses, 
are really cured of their political herenies, and 
dei^irous to ^^act justly toward all men/' and 
live in harmony with the people of the loyal 
States . If we are co rrectly i n formed , lio w ever 
much it may be regretted J therein at this moment 
as much bitter feeling against the friends of the 
Union among them as there was during the 
war, Thisj no douhty in the course of time will 
be changed, and a better and kindlier feeling 
prevail. There shmild also be satisfactory evi- 
dence that loyal governments are organized that 
will not array themselves against the execu- 
tion of the laws that may be enacted by Con- 
gress, under the Constitution, for the common 
welfare, 

SUFPaAOE. 

It will not be doubted but that the four mil- 
lion fi^edmen in these States will be a difficult 
element to control. So lai^ge a population, 
denied rights of participation in the Govern- 
ment ; denied proprietorship in the soil ; denied 
all interest in the affairs of their State j kept 
simply to perform the labor of the country j 
made only ** hewers of wood and drawers ot 
water," will not quietly suhmlt to their con- 
dition thus imposed. If it should be so, the 
le aeons of history have not been rightly nnder- 
sto d. In the late em an cipatiou of the Russian 
serfs they were immediately enfranchiaedj and 
thus given an interest in the Government. In 
time the right of sufirage will be extended to 
our freedmen- This will he, in the end, the 
true theory for tbe solution of this great ques- 
tion of freedom. Those having served in th6 
Union Army, and such as possesu suMeient in- 
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teach them, in truth and soberness, to accept 
this great change and adapt themselves to it. 
It is a fixed fact that these colored people must 
remain in the late rebellious States. They can- 
not go anywhere else. That is their home. Their 
labor has improved and built up the country 
and created the wealth in which their oppressors 
have reveled. It is said that the labor system 
there will work itself out in the protection of 
these freedmen ; that it will be in tne end to the 
interest of the former master to extend protec- 
tion to the rights of his colored employ^. From 
the spirit manifested in these States since the 
surrender of their armies this does not seem to 
be correct. A spirit of bitterness, a determina- 
tion to oppress and harass them in every way 
possible, now pervades the legislation of most 
of these States. In many of them there is no 
protection afforded the colored men. Many of 
these States have now in force '* black codes," 
in which all rights ate denied them. Several of 
them will not allow a colored man to own or 
rent a foot of land ; deny him the benefit of 
schools, protection under the poor laws, or rights 
in court by which he can obtain redress for 
grievances or secure protection. While these 
States and their people manifest this spirit,^ let 
them remain under military authority until a 
better spirit is manifested. I am not at present 
willing to trust to the interest of these men who 
so lately were engaged in deadly hostility against 
the Government to protect this large colored 
population. Let us pass laws here protecting 
the rights of these freedmen, making the same 
laws for them that are made for the white man. 
We have already passed the Senate bill establish- 
ing the Freedmen' s Bureau, and through its 
machinery the colored man will, in some meas- 
ure, be protected from wrong and oppression. 

OniBANTEES. 

But before these States are represented upon 
this floor other guarantees should be secured. 
Not guarantees in the shape of State constitu- 
tions or State legislation alone, for they can at 
any time be altered or repealed, but irrepeala- 
ble ones, incorporated into the Constitution of 
the United States. But we are told that these 
States are now in the Union, and we have no 
right to demand any guarantees for the future j 
that when they elected their Representatives to 
Congress they must be admitted. The men 
who s^ this are now claiming to be the pecu- 
liar friends and supporters of our present Chief 
Magistrate, and what, they call nis policy of 
reconstruction. But I do not understand this 
to be his policy. As a matter of fact, has not 
the President treated these States as having 
forfeited their rights as States in the Union ? 
Since the close of the war he has been exercis- 
ing authority looking toward the restoration 
or these States. He has proceeded upon the 
assumption that some conditions were to be 
attached to their restoration. What has he 
done? He found them without governments, 



except disloyal ones, and he sent them provis- 
ional governors to rule them. He found their 
old constitutions still in existence, but he or- 
dered elections for members of conventions to 
form new. or amend old ones, and prescribed 
the (jualincations of electors. He required the 
Legislatures that might assemble under these 
constitutions to adopt the amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States abolishing 
slavery. He re(][uired all the constitutional con- 
ventions to abolish slavery in the States, and put 
therein a prohibition against the payment of 
their debts incurred in the prosecution of the 
rebellion. 

Now, following in the spirit of his example, 
and of the principle he nas established, the 
President should not object, if Congress de- 
mands additional guarantees before complete 
restoration. The conditions of reconstruction, 
the termsof admission of members, are clearly 
within the authority of Congress, and a proper 
subject for their action. It is to be hoped that 
the legislative and the executive departments 
will, in this great duty, act in concert for the 
good of the countrjr, and that harmony may 
prevail in the councils of the nation. 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION. 

But how are we to obtain security for the 
future? It cannot 'be done by the action of 
these rebellious States. I fear that as soon as 
they should be represented here, all such guar- 
antees would be repealed. It must be done by 
appropriate amendments to the Constitution of 
the United States. But what amendments are 
demanded? 

1. Let the Constitution be so amended that 
representation in the House of Representatives 
shall be based substantially on voting popula- 
tion, and not general population. This is the 
true basis of representation. Under the present 
system the rebel States have largely increased 
their representation by the rebellion; The slaves 
were counted and the masters voted for them. 
Now the freed slaves will be counted same as 
white population^ and their former oppressors 
still vote for them I 

- I have already said that by the emancipation 
on the present basis of representation these 
States actually gain twelve additional members 
of Congress. This changed jcondition of these 

Eeople requires some amenament to be made 
y which but fair representation shall be given 
them. The basis of slave representation was 
always unfair to the free people of the North. 
It gave to the white man in the South more 
influence and power in the Government than 
that possessed Dy the northern white man. It 
thereby constituted a slave oligarchy there that 
despised the voting "mud-sills" of the North. 
It gave them nineteen members of Congress 
based upon their slaves, and who were elected 
by the white slaveholders. It gives a rebel 
white man two and a half votes to one for the 
Union soldier in the North. It is true that 



thia was given tbem by the loakers of the Con- 
stitution us a compromise. The occusion now 
haviog passed away, let it be remedied. 

As the Constitution now ib, these States can 
80 limit the franchise that but the ^* favored 
few" ahftll exercifie it, and the great mass be 
deprived of participation in their government, 
and Btiil not decrease the representation in 
Conpeaa, They may do thia either by the ex- 
clusion of races or by requiring property qual- 
ilications as condition of voting. If voting is 
the basis, or equality of races j if tlua should he 
done their representation would be decreased. 
On the other haad^ if they enfraiichi^ie the 
masses their representation wilL be increased. 
This will operate as a great inducement for the 
extension of suffrage. 

I know that this power of disfranchise caent 
is denied ; and it is claimed that Congress can 
interfere to prevent it under the clan so of the 
Constitution guarantying a reiiublican form of 

fovermnent to the States, This may be so, 
lut it will be found very difficult to determine 
the line defining the limits of i^-hat is repub- 
iicau^ or what is not. How many, if any^ must 
be disfranchised before it ceases to be repub- 
lican? A majority J ora coumderable minority? 
In the long history of oppression and tyranny 
in the ^outh sincethe formation of on r Govern- 
ment^ in the darlvest hour of its humihation to 
the slave power, no congressional enactment 
was passed to assert this right in the General 
Go vern men t. i- It i s b etter the n to fix i t s ure and 
certain by fixing the voting population as the 
ba^s of representation, or as it is* fixed in the 
amendment already passed the House, which 
eKcludea from count those who are denied the 
right of sufTrai^fe on account of race or color, 

*2. Amend the organic law so aa to put it out 
of the power of these States to levy any tax or 
imposts to pay the rebel debt. Many loyal men 
are there who did not favor the rebellion who 
should be protected from the payment of tliis 
debt, M any men from theXorihwillseekthose 
States to make homes for themselves and 
childreuT carrying with them^he capital, skill, 
ftud energy of our northern population^ and they 
should be protected from anch taxation. In 
the time to come the fertile lands of thatbeauti' 
f^l climate will be made golden by the control- 
ling influence of intelligent labor; its teeming 
population made prosperous and happy by an 
in dux of northern enterprise and northern 
school systems, and the blessings of freedom 
and equality made perpetual among all the 
people, 

3. If the power is not already contained in 
the second clauge of the emancipation amend- 
ment already adopted, the Constitution should 
be so amended that Congress shall be fnlly au- 
thorized to protect the freedmen in all their 
rights of *^ life, liberty, and the pursuit of hap- 
piness'^ in the States, and prohibit the passage 
of all laws, by any of the Btates, making any 



difference in the ciyil rights of their inhabit-, 
ants, but that all^ both white and black, ihall 
stand equal before the civil and criminal law- 

4, That our public creditors Khali be nro- 
tected from any repndmtion of the public debt 
of the nation ; that onr credit mar at all times 
he sustained, and no dishonor shall ever attach 
to the American character v.h would follow a 
refusal to discharge our hi^h obligations. 

Withe ot some such provision as this in the 
organic law, there may be danger that men may 
be found who will refuse to provide such means 
as may be required to meet and finally dis- 
charge the pnblic debt necessarily incurred to 
overthrow tne rebellion and save the Eepublie. 

BECT/RITY FOa THE Ij^UTUKK, 

I won Id make these amendments conditions 
to restoration, on the ground*of security for the 
future. Men once engaged in a puqmse to 
overthrow the Government, m these traitors 
were, cannot be trusted with participation in 
managing the afifairs of this great nation . Some 
such guarantees are necessary to insure us 
against a like attempt at a separation or destruc- 
tion of the Constitution and GoverumenL 

LOYALTY, 

More than this; some evidence should be 
glvfin th at th e peopl a of the&e States , th e m asses, 
are really cured of their political heresies, and 
desirous to *^act jpatly toward all men,'- and 
live in harmony with the people of the loyal 
States. If we are correctly informed, however 
much it ma^ be regretted, there iji at this moment 
as much bitterTeeliug against the friends of the 
Union among them an there was during the 
war* Thisj no doubt, in the course of time tsiU 
be changed, and a better and kindlier feeling 
prevail. There should also he satisfactory evi- 
dence that loyal governments are organized that 
will not array themselves against the execu- 
tion of the laws that may he enacted by Con- 
gress, under the Constitution, for the common 
welfare. 

It will not be doubted but that the four mib 
lion freedmen in these States will be a difficult 
element to control. So large a populatioui 
denied rightN of participation in the Govern* 
mentj denied proprietorship in the soil; denied 
all interest in the affairs of their State , kept 
simply to perform the labor of the country j 
made only ^'hewers of wood and drawers ot 
water," will not quietly submit to their con- 
dition thus imposed. If it should be so^ the 
lessons of history have not been rightly uader- 
stood. In the late emancipation of the Russian 
serfs they were immediately enfranchised, and 
thus given an interest in the Government. In 
time the right of suffraj^c will he extended to 
our freedmen. This will be, in the end, the 
true theory for the solution of this great ques- 
tion of freedom. Those ha^^ing served in the 
Union Army, and soch as possess sulScient in- 
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telligence, should at least be admitted to this 
right immediately, and others would follow in 
time. Those who used the musket against 
rebels should be armed with the ballot to de- 
fend themselves against the rebels they have 
fo^ght in the battle-field. 

This right of suffrage to colored men is no new 
thing. It was possessed by them at the time of 
the formation of our Government in many of the 
old thirteen States. It exists now in several of 
the States. South Carolina was the first to in- 
troduce the word ^^ white" in her constitution, 
and she was the first to fire upon the glorious em- 
blem of our nationality, as it waved over one 
of our forts. She has the dishonor to have 
taken the first step ba;ckward in the march of 
civilization, as sljedid the first step in the for- , 
ward raarcn of barbarism m the late inffemal ef- 
fort to found a government based upon human 
slavery. I hope to see the day when she may 
again set herself right, and return to her ^* first 
love * ' of the rights of man. 

TRAITORS. 

In this restoration no man whose heart was 
filled with sentiments of treason, whose hand* 
is red with the blood of our martyred heroes, 
should ever be allowed to take a seat as a I^pp* 
resentative in the American Congress. No trai- 
tor should ever be allowed to contaminate these 
1}eautiful Halls. The great and vital ihlerfests 
of this broad land should nevqr, nOjrWei^r'i t)6 
placed in such hands. No pardons, no repent- 
ance shouH ever open these doors to nim. 
These majestic emblems of freedom should 
never be desecrated by his presence. 

UNION PARTY. 

It is said, Mr. Chairman, that the Union 



party is opposed to the reunion of the States, 
and is trymg to prevent its accomplishment. 
I deny any such purpose. The party that for 
four years carried on this war for the Union, 
that supported the Administration in the days 
of darkness and gloom against traitors at home 
as well as in the field, that strengthened its 
hands and sustained its policy, will not desert 
the cause now. This party, so far as I know, 
does not desire to keep the Kepresentatives of 
these States lately in rebellion out of Congress 
one moment longer than is necessary for the 

Eublic good. But the ^at questions settled 
y this war, the great principles of eternal jus- 
tice, must not be sacrificed or ignored by any 
act of this Union party. We all desire, I hope, 
the accomplishment of union and harmony with 
all thd States represented on our common flag. 
But it must be done so that we shall have no 
more rebellions and no more controversies to 
embitter our relations, growing out of the causes 
that led to the late reoellion. These should be 
settled now and forever. When that is accom- 
plished, a grand and glorious future awaits ns. 
Then will be realized the grand purpose of our 
fathers in the creation of this Government 
With the finest soil, the most beautifiil rivers 
and lakes, the most enterprising and intelligent 
population, we will then take our stand proudly 
and gloriously among the nations of the world, 
the model Republic, with universal intelligence, 
freedom ,and equality, as the great lights to guide 
us in our advancement in thep^w^ of civili* 
zation. Then mav we well exdaim of our coun- 
try: How beautifiil are thy tabernacles! What 
people are like unto thee? The high places 
are thine, and there shalt thou stand firmly, 
innocently, and securely. 



